The Secretary of the High Court Legal Services Committee would constitute benches of the Lok
Adalat, each bench comprising of a sitting or retired judge of the High Court and any one or both
of- a member from the legal profession; a social worker engaged in the upliftment of the weaker
sections and interested in the implementation of legal services schemes or programmes.

At District Level -

The Secretary of the District Legal Services Authority organizing the Lok Adalat would
constitute benches of the Lok Adalat, each bench comprising of a sitting or retired judicial
officer and any one or both of either a member from the legal profession; and/or a social worker
engaged in the uplifiment of the weaker sections and interested in the implementation of legal
services schemes or programmes Or a person engaged in para-legal activities of the area,
preferably a woman.

At Taluk Level -

The Secretary of the Taluk Legal Services Committee organizing the Lok Adalat would
constitute benches of the Lok Adalat, each bench comprising of a siting or retired judicial
officer and any one or both of either a member from the legal profession; and/or a social worker
engaged in the uplifiment of the weaker sections and interested in the implementation of legal
services schemes or programmes Or a person engaged in para-legal activities of the area,
preferably a woman.

National Lok Adalat

National Level Lok Adalats are held for at regular intervals where on 2 single day Lok Adalats
are held throughout the country, in all the courts right from the Supreme Court till the Taluk
Levels wherein cases are disposed off in huge numbers. From February 2015, National Lok
Adalats are being held on a specific subject matter every month.

Permanent Lok Adalat

The other type of Lok Adalat is the Permanent Lok Adalat, organized under Section 22-B of The
Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987. Permanent Lok Adalats have been set up as permanent
bodies with a Chairman and two members for providing compulsory pre-litigative mechanism
for conciliation and settlement of cases relating to Public Utility Services like transport, postal,
telegraph etc. Here, even if the parties fail to reach to a settlement, the Permanent Lok Adalat
gets jurisdiction to decide the dispute, provided, the dispute does not relate to any offence.
Further, the Award of the Permanent Lok Adalat is final and binding on all the parties. The
jurisdiction of the Permanent Lok Adalats is upto Rs. Ten Lakhs. Here if the parties fail to reach -
to a settlement, the Permanent Lok Adalat has the jurisdiction to decide the case. The award of
the Permanent Lok Adalat is final and binding upon the parties. The Lok Adalat may conduct the
proceedings in such a manner as it considers appropriate, taking into account the circumstances
of the case, wishes of the parties like requests to hear oral statements, speedy settlement of
dispute etc.



